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It  is  not  without  great  reluctance  that  the  Secretary  of  the  “ Boston  Female  Asylum  ” 
complies  with  the  request  of  the  Managers  of  that  Institution,  and  submits  this  simple 
Report  to  their  disposal.  For  it  was  written  without  any  thought  or  expectation  of 
its  passing  beyond  the  time  and  occasion  for  which  it  was  hastily  prepared,  and  is 
therefore  deficient  both  in  the  details  and  the  finish  that  might  be  expected  in  an 
elaborate  annual  statement. 

She  is  aware,  too,  that  its  value,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Managers,  arises  from 
their  love  for  the  friend  of  whom  it  speaks  ; and  she  the  more  regrets,  on  that 
account,  that  the  tribute  falls  so  far  short  of  the  subject. 


October  1,  1852. 


REPORT. 


Through  the  varied  experiences  of  another  year,  we 
have  passed  on  to  this  anniversary  meeting,  where  the 
friends  who  have  aided  in  sustaining  this  Asylum 
may  see  something  of  the  effects  of  their  beneficence, 
and  where  they  who  have  had  the  management  of  its 
affairs  are  expected  to  give  a brief  account  of  the 
doings  and  events  connected  with  it  since  our  last 
coming  together.  It  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  grati- 
tude and  sadness  that  we  attempt  to  do  this ; for  we 
have  to  tell  of  mercies  and  of  affliction.  But  as  it  is 
meet  that  blessings  should  always  be  foremost  in  our 
remembrance,  we  first  speak  of  them. 

During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  no  death,  and 
no  case  of  severe  illness,  in  our  house. 

Twenty  new  members,  between  the  ages  of  three 
and  seven  years,  have  been  added  to  its  family ; and 
thirteen  girls  have  been  placed  out  in  good  situations ; 
leaving  ninety-four  as  the  present  orphan  family. 

Seven  of  those  formerly  apprenticed  completed  their 
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term  of  service  in  the  year  1851.  Of  these,  two  have 
been  married.  One  is  a useful  member  of  a sister’s 
family.  Another  is  a valued  domestic,  earning  good 
wages.  One  was  adopted  into  a very  respectable 
family  in  the  country,  where  she  still  lives  as  a beloved 
daughter.  Of  the  present  condition  of  the  other  two, 
we  have  no  means  of  obtaining  precise  information: 
one  of  them  having  been  given,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  into  the  care  of  a trustworthy  brother,  with 
whom  she  went  to  Cincinnati;  and  the  other  taken 
by  her  mother  from  the  family  where  she  had  been 
placed,  and  carried  to  a distant  home. 

Such  details  are  given,  because  it  is  believed  to  be 
useful  to  trace,  so  far  as  we  can,  these  children  to 
their  womanhood,  and  see  what  are  likely  to  be  the 
fruits  of  all  that  has  been  done  for  them  here.  We 
may  in  this  way  learn  to  estimate  the  value  of  the 
charity,  not  only  in  the  amount  of  comfort  given  to 
suffering  childhood,  and  of  relief  to  destitute  widows, 
but  in  its  influences  on  future  life  and  on  society. 

We  still  retain  our  invaluable  matron,  a true  mo- 
ther to  this  little  flock.  The  school-teacher  also  con- 
tinues to  fulfil  with  ability  and  approval  the  duties 
of  her  responsible  place;  and  her  assistant  has  for 
some  months  been  one  who  was  once  herself  among 
the  members  of  the  school,  of  which  she  is  now  quali- 
fied to  aid  in  the  guidance  and  instruction. 
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Although  the  health  of  the  children  is  generally 
good,  there  must  be,  among  so  large  a number,  fre- 
quent demands  for  medical  advice  and  assistance.  In 
this  respect  the  institution  has  always  been  highly 
favored.  Since  the  resignation,  six  years  ago,  of  its 
unfailing  patron  and  friend.  Dr.  Shattuck,  Dr.  Law- 
rence has  kindly  and  faithfully  filled  the  place  of 
physician  to  the  Asylum.  Increased  claims  on  his 
time  in  another  direction  led  him  the  last  year  to  wish 
that  his  duties  here  might  be  shared  by  another.  An 
application  made  for  this  purpose  to  Dr.  Alley  was 
promptly  and  cordially  accepted,  and  he  now  divides 
with  Dr.  Lawrence  the  professional  charge  of  this 
large  family. 

While  thinking  of  the  benefactors  of  this  establish- 
ment, the  pastor  of  the  South  Congregational  Church 
and  his  society  can  never  be  forgotten;  and  it  may 
be  pardoned  if,  even  in  his  presence,  we  are  sometimes 
impelled  to  speak  of  obligations  which  are  always 
gratefully  felt.  The  great  privilege  these  children 
enjoy,  in  having  had,  for  so  long  a time,  a place  as- 
signed to  them  in  the  sanctuary  and  Sunday-school, 
can  only  be  estimated  by  considering  how  large  their 
number  is,  and  how  many  would  gladly  give  of  their 
silver  and  gold  for  the  places  thus  appropriated  to 
charity.  But  this  is  not  all:  they  are  also  invited 
to  join  in  the  annual  festive  excursions  of  the  society. 
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and  treated  with  a kindness  and  courtesy  which  bring 
them  into  social  relations  with  others,  without  any 
painful  sense  of  being  a distinct  or  less  favored  class. 
To  the  pastor  of  that  society  and  of  this  orphan’s 
home,  the  debt  of  gratitude  is  more  than  we  can  here 
venture  to  express. 

We  have  still,  sometimes,  proof  that  the  Asylum  is 
not  forgotten  by  those  who  are  considering  to  what 
purposes  the  possessions  which  they  are  no  longer 
themselves  to  use,  may  best  be  appropriated.  There 
was,  at  the  last  anniversary,  an  affecting  instance 
of  remembrance  in  the  donation  of  ten  dollars  as  a 
memorial  from  a young  and  amiable  girl  on  her  death- 
bed. One  thousand  dollars  have  been  received,  as  the 
half  of  a bequest  left  by  the  late  James  Ingersoll, 
Esq.  Five  hundred  have  been  sent  by  the  son  of  a 
dear  friend,  in  compliance  with  a wash  expressed  in  a 
memorandum  which  she  left.  Neither  in  life  nor 
in  death  could  she  forget  the  objects  of  her  benevo- 
lent care. 

But  in  this  recapitulation,  all  will  feel  that  the 
whole  has  not  been  told,  and  that  in  the  midst  of 
mercies  we  must  speak  of  the  afflictive  dispensations 
of  God’s  providence.  You  have  missed,  especially 
while  witnessing  the  rite  of  baptism,  the  venerable 
and  dear  form  of  her  who  for  so  many  years  led  these 
little  ones,  as  with  a mother’s  hand,  to  receive  on  their 
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young  brows  the  symbolical  water,  — as  if,  in  the 
beautiful  contrast  of  honored  age  bending  over  lowly 
childhood,  showing  by  extreme  examples,  that,  in  the 
heart  of  Christ’s  true  follower,  there  is  neither  high 
nor  low,  rich  nor  poor,  before  God. 

You  have  missed  the  cordial  welcome  that  greeted 
all  on  this  anniversary  day,  — the  benignant  smile  and 
the  cheerful  word,  ever  ready  to  spring  from  the  heart 
to  the  lips,  shedding  the  brightness  of  youth  over  the 
dignity  of  years;  and  you  will  feel  that  something 
has  gone  which  can  never  be  replaced,  but  must  dwell 
among  our  holiest  and  dearest  remembrances. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  attempt  a eulogy  of 
Madam  Prescott.  Her  praise  has  been  fitly  spoken 
in  the  church,  and  her  life  and  character  have  been 
portrayed  elsewhere  in  such  a manner,  that  I could 
not  hope  to  add  interest  to  the  delineation  by  any 
word  of  mine.  But  here,  where  so  much  of  her 
thought  and  time  was  engaged,  and  so  much  of  her 
afiection  bestowed,  and  on  this  occasion,  which  was 
always  to  her  one  of  peculiar  interest,  some  notice, 
however  imperfect,  will  be  expected ; and  I only  feel 
that  the  expectation  cannot  be  adequately  answered, 
nor  the  promptings  of  the  heart  find  any  satisfactory 
degree  of  utterance.  I shall  limit  myself,  therefore, 
in  speaking  of  our  departed  friend,  to  her  relations 
with  this  society. 
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It  is  thirty-nine  years  to-day  since  Madam  Prescott 
first  became  a Manager  of  this  institution.  At  that 
time,  the  year  1813,  Madam  Stillman,  one  of  the 
principal  founders  of  the  Asylum,  was  its  wise  and 
efficient  head.  She  continued  to  be  so  until  her 
death  in  1821,  at  an  age  considerably  advanced  be- 
yond eighty  years,  having  performed  the  duties  of 
First  Directress  with  great  firmness  and  ability  during 
twenty-one  years. 

On  the  death  of  Madam  Stillman,  her  place  was 
filled  by  that  truly  benevolent  and  excellent  Christian 
lady.  Madam  Parkman,  who  retained  it  during  the 
remainder  of  her  life,  and  died,  much  lamented,  in  the 
year  1835. 

Madam  Prescott,  after  having  served  as  Mana- 
ger and  Second  Directress  during  the  terms  of 
eight  and  fourteen  years,  was  chosen  successor  to 
Madam  Parkman,  as  First  Directress ; and  remained 
in  the  office  seventeen  years,  until  her  death  in  May 
last. 

With  how  much  devoted  faithfulness  and  ability 
she  performed  these  respective  duties,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  say  to  any  who  were  at  all  conversant  with  the 
character  and  daily  walk  of  Madam  Prescott.  Her 
warm  heart  was  always  in  her  good  work ; and  there- 
fore she  performed  it,  not  according  to  the  mere 
measure  which  its  specified  duties  - might  seem  to 
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require,  but  with  an  overflowing  of  kind  efforts  and 
beneficent  influences. 

At  the  Asylum  she  was  a constant  and  always  most 
welcome  visitor,  and,  in  all  the  details  of  its  manage- 
ment, took  that  cordial  and  active  interest,  which  few 
can  feel  beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  households. 
And  she  had  time  for  all  this ; for  she  wasted  no  hour 
of  the  day  which  she  so  well  knew  how  to  employ 
and  to  fill,  and  which  she  made  long  by  beginning 
it  early,  and  continuing  its  duty  with  active  faithful- 
ness through  all  the  varied  walks  to  which  it  might 
lead. 

The  matron  of  this  house  has  lost,  in  the  First 
Directress,  one  who  was  truly  a counsellor  and  friend ; 
whom  she  could  freely  consult  in  any  season  of  per- 
plexity or  discouragement,  with  the  certainty  of 
receiving  from  her,  sympathy,  advice,  and  support. 
How  dear  she  was  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  might 
best  be  estimated  if  the  deep  sorrow  which  her  death 
occasioned  could  be  measured.  Liberal  in  all  her 
views,  candid  and  kind  in  feeling  and  expression,  and 
always  giving  her  influence  on  the  side  of  the  most 
generous  charity,  deep  affection  could  not  but  mingle 
with  the  respect  she  inspired.  But  it  is  vain  to  attempt 
a delineation  which  seems  so  faint  beside  the  remem- 
brance of  that  indescribable  charm,  which  gave  her 
so  strong  a hold  on  the  feelings  of  those  with  whom 
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she  was  associated.  Her  place  at  the  Board  was 
very  seldom  vacant : no  slight  impediments,  nor  even 
causes  which  to  many  might  have  seemed  sufficient, 
ever  kept  her  from  it,  or  delayed  her  one  moment 
beyond  the  appointed  time.  She  was  last  present 
at  the  meeting  in  February.  Two  meetings  only 
intervened  before  that  at  which  her  death  was  an- 
nounced. 

More  than  five  years  ago,  as  she  approached  the 
completion  of  her  eightieth  year.  Madam  Prescott,  in 
a very  characteristic  letter  to  the  Board,  declined 
being  again  nominated  to  her  place  among  them.  But 
the  activity  and  apparent  pleasure  with  which  she 
still  performed  the  duties  of  her  office,  forbade  the 
supposition  that  they  had  become  burthensome ; and 
her  associated  friends,  believing  that  the  proposal  was 
prompted  by  a delicate  apprehensiveness  of  retaining 
it  after  her  power  of  usefulness  was  diminished, 
besought  her  with  so  much  sincere  and  earnest  love 
to  recall  her  intended  resignation,  that  she  sent  a 
second  letter,  and,  in  the  most  graceful  and  affecting 
terms,  yielded  to  their  unanimous  wish.  Prompted 
by  the  same  feeling  of  self-mistrust,  she  frequently  of 
late  expressed  doubts  of  the  expediency  of  her  re- 
maining longer  at  the  Board ; but  these  doubts  were 
overcome  by  the  afiectionate  remonstrances  of  her 
fellow-laborers.  And  now  she  has  died  in  her  place 
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at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty-five  years,  honored,  beloved, 
and  lamented,  as  few  beside,  even  in  the  vigor  and 
bloom  of  life,  have  ever  been. 

Her  memory  and  her  example  remain  with  us 
May  they  never  speak  to  us  in  vain  ! 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Sept.  30,  1852. 


ABBY  L.  WALES,  Secretary. 
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